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PREFACE 


HE 


CE N S OR. 


Mr. CENSOR, _ 
A 5 your Weekly Papers ſeem to be ſolely intend- 
ed to redreſs the publick Grievances, which ma- 
ny of our Fellow Citizens have (no doubt) ſufficient 
Reaſon to complain of, This method muſt be acknow- 
ledg'd by all true Lovers of their Country to have been 
begun with a true Spirit of Patriotiſm, practiſed with 
more than ordinary Zeal, and conſequently Calcula- 
ted for the Intereſt of this Kingdom in general, and the 
reſpective members of its many, Societies and Corpo- 
rations in particular. This is ſufficiently, evident from 
the frank and open Admittance.you candidly allowed: 
all Perſons, of every rank and Degree, without Diſtincti- 
on or Partiality, both to complain of any wrong done 
them either publick or private, that may be thought 
prejudicial to Society; and on the other Hand to clear 
themſelves of any Guilt unjuſtly laid to their 
Charge. id ent 3 21:4 
As we the Journeymen Broad-Cloath Weavers have 
been in our proceedings miſrepreſented by the Tex - 
tor in your 165 Cenſor, and by him unjuſtly Calum- 
niated, we have purſuant to the Metnod preſcrib'd 
by you at your firſt ſetting out, laid beſore you the 
wrong done us, hoping you miglit communicate it 
to the Publick, but as the multiplicity of your Affairs 
did not admit of your taking due Notice of our Pa- 
97 ſent in, which you promiſed in your 17th Cen- 
or to do, at a Convenient time, we therefore beg 
Leave to take this method of clearing ourſelyes to the 
Publick, of the many Calumnies we are wrongtully 
afpers'd with by the Textor. 
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OW, as Dr. Fraliy juſtly obſerves, re 
the claſhing of the Members of a Body 
Politick is like the Colliſion of F lin 
i and Steel, whereby has been ſtruck out 
many Sparks of Truth; ; and this is much the caſe 
of the Journeymen Broad-Cloath Weavers, who 
ſeem in particular to be ſtruck at by ſaid Cenſor, 
for which reaſon we beg to be the firſt heard, where 
if we” Expreſs any ungrateful Truths, they may 
blame themſelves rather than us. 

Firſt then we all readily Grant that the ſtrength 
and Riches of a Nation conſiſt in its Number of 
Inhabitants when fully.employ'd in mechanical Arts ; 
yet permit us to obſerve that the reverſe of the 
Propoſition is full as juſt and true, viz. that if there 
are more Mechanicks reared than there is Employment 
for, they are the Bane and Peſt of a Country; and 
this is evident from the many hundreds that have but 
too often been obliged to crowd the Streets and 
doors of the Publick, whilſt the Land has been ly- 
ing waſte for want of Hands to Cultivate it, which 
has ſtill Increaſed the general Calamity. Now of 
all the Trades in the Kingdom, there is no one de- 
mands or requires the Attention of the Legiſlator to 
prevent the too great Increaſe of Hands, as the 
Woollen doth, there being no one (nor all put to- 
gether) that can be ſo deſtructive, not only to this 
Country but to England alſo, of which they are ſo 
vey! —_ that they have lately Seiz d, and have 
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now in Jail in London, ſome Woollen-wenvers that 
were going to Spain. Tis well known, that England 
(as to Riches and Manufactory) made a very deſpi- 
cable Figure in Europe, till the Reign of that true- 
ly Great and Magnanimous Queen Elizabeth of Glo- 
rious Memory, whoſe great Charity, Bounty, and | 
encouragement, joyn'd to the very bad Policy... .» 
of the Duke De Alva, the Flemiſp Governour, ſetting 
up the Inquiſition in Flanders, ſhe drew over the 
Flemins to England, and with them the Art of 
manufacturing to perfection the Wooll, of which 
before they were ignorant, ſince when, it does, and 
(we hope) ever will flouriſh, if the falſe maxims 
perſu'd by the Maſters dont ruin both them and us, 
by rearing more Weavers than wy can employ z 
and if fo, pray wont it naturally follow, that as 
ſuch unhappy Wretches can't get Work, and as a 
living Man muſt have Bread, to procure which if 
they ſteal they'll be hanged, and to beg, ſuch ſturdy 
Beggars are in danger to be ſent to Bridetell, to 
avoid which Evils, within theſe few Years, above 
40 Broad-Cloth Weavers have been obliged to 
Tranſport themſelves to his Majeſty's Plantations, as 
by the Tholſel Records will appear; and many others 
are gone to Spain, as by Letters from thence can be 
made appear, and are now actually improveing the 
Woollen Trade there, to England's great Prejudice, 
and our Sorrow. Nor is France wanting to drain 
many Men from hence on the ſame Account, few or 
none of which would ramble ſo far a broad for 
Bread, if they could have got Weaving to have per- 
cur'd it at Home. Won't it, we ſay, naturally fol- 
low, that our objection againſt inſtructing in the 
Woollen Trade more than can be employ'd therein, 
or poſſibly get Bread thereby, is founded on Princi- 
ples truely National and ſolid Reaſon? © 
But as our Maſters affirm, that we have entered 
into a wicked Combination, not to take or teach'an' 
22 5 5 Ap- 
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Apprentice the Art and Miſtery of Broad - cloath 
Weaving theſe ſome Years paſt, which is moſt falſe, 
2: by the following Liſt will appear, there being a- 
bove 130 Apprentice Boys this Inſtant at the Broad- 
Cloath Weaving in the Liberty, Viz. In Ormond-Street, 
6 Boys; in the Square, 15 Boys; in Chamber-$treet, 
17; in Dolpbins-Barn- lane 7; in Mill-Street 6; in 
Crooked-Staff 5; on the Combe 7; Truck-Street Sc. 
$; New-Market 11; on Pimblice, 14; on Byris- 
Hu, &c. 29; Meath-Street, 4 Boys; in all 130: 
Which number we humbly preſume the Publick will 
judge rather more than enough, conſidering that our 
Prades have but a home Confumption ; but till our 
Maſters cry - out, that we are for enhancing our 
Prices; but in this they accuſe us unjuſtly, as in the 
other, for we neither have, or do require any more 
Wages than we at preſent are paid, tho* we can make 
it appear, that we formerly had more: Indeed, this 
We require, that they would be as Good as their 
Words, and fulfil the Promiſe & they made in the Hall, 
in the Preſence of many Worthy Brothers of the 
Corporation, but that the Publick may be no 
longer in the dark, as to the true Reaſon: that cauſes 
the Maſters to be ſo anxious to increaſe the number 
of poor Workmen, this is it, that they may have 
5,' 6, or more of them ſtanding for every Piece, not 
a. Day or two, but often ſo many Weeks, which 
time he that ſpends leaſt of it about his Maſter's 
Houſe, running ot Errands, waſhing Wooll, or doing 
ſuch other Drudgery as his Maſter ſhall ſet him about, 
he, I ſay, that ſo neglects to attend, is ſure. to be 
kept longeſt idle, tho', for all the above Articles, 
they got no recompence. For which Impoſitions, 
as we juſtly complained of, and were promiſed a re- 
dreſs as above, they have not yet made their Word 
and promiſe goed; and becauſe we ſhould cry to 
dem for Juſtice, they till add to our Affliction, by 
their buying our Notes, and Extorting — 
AY | « where 
* In regard to the Spooling and Warping, which comes 
to about one Penny in three Yards, which was formerly given, 
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where no Damages web by ſending 
ſome to Newgate any F — == Extorted E. 
themſelves, by reviving old Indictments, that lay 
long dormant, and thereby compelling ſome to leave 
their poor Families to ſtarve, or ſtarve themſelves 
in Goal. Nay what is worſe, giving Sanction to a 
Society (contrary to Law) compoſed of broken Con- 
ſtables, common Rioters, and Þrofeſied Papiſts, nay 
one of them was forced to fly his Country for enliſting 
Men, for foreign Service, another of them ſtands in- 
dicted for Murder, yet by their means is at Liberty, 
bearing Arms, and what is worſe of all, ſaid Maſters 
Boaſt that by their Intereft with Grand Juries, and 
Friendſhip with the Neighbouring Juſtices, they 
will get all Bills cancelled or thrown out, that are 
or ſhall be lodged in our behalf; but we hope, theſe 
our Grievances will ſoon fall into the Hands of ſome 
of our truly Great and Pious Patriots, that will en- 
D a fair Hearing, 2 
our Alligations, procure us a and pei pe- 
— Redreſs of all So . — 2 
and 2 prevent us poor Tradeſmen, from be- 
Troubleſome either to the Legiſlators or the 
Public And here I can't but — what Mr. 
Textor obſerves, concerning the great Improvements 
we have made both in Cloath and Colour, theſe few 
years paſt, eſpecially in our Premium Cloaths, which 
the great, wiſe, and Sagacious Judges allowed to E- 
qual, if not Exceed, any that's made in Europe; 
bo if ſo tis oft obj ected (by Lovgts of their Coun- 
uy) why is not all — Cloaths in their ſeveral Kinds 
Equal Goodneſs? to which we Anſwer, that ag 
the Premium Cloaths demonſtrate that *tis neither 
want of good Workmen, nor want of Tools, but 
the Covetouſneſs of our Maſters, who to fave bur 
onepoor penny in the pound in the Article of Scrib. 
ling, and likewiſe 8 per String to the Weg. 
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vers, which ſtring is three yards, which they pay for 


aid premium, thus cauſe but too juſt Complaints to 


the Scandal of our Trade and Country, which they 
little regard. . 

But Mr. Textor is pleaſed to aſſert, that tis com- 
mon for us to earn as much in two Days as to keep 
us idle by Drinking the reſt of the Week; now in 
Anſwer to this, we can aſſure the Publick, that where 
there is one Weaver, earns one Shilling per Day, 
the Year round, there are 50 who earn leſs, tho? their 
uſual Hours in Froſt and Snow are from 4 or 5 in 
the Morn, till paſt nine at Night, and the like in 

ummer. For the Truth of this, we appeal to our. 
Maſters Books; and if ſo, ſure tis not in our Power 


to be as extravagant as they repreſent us; but that the 


World may know wh is in the right, once more we 
beg they would give us Meeting in their Hall, which 
requeſt if they refuſe or ntglect to comply with, 
the Publick may be well aflured, that what's here aſ- 
ſerted, is by their Silence acknowledged for Truth, 
and that they niake uſe of the word Enhanced Prices, 
only to iin poſe on the Publick, to Enhance the Price 
of Cloath without any Neceſſity whatfoever. In a 
word, be plca{.d to Judge which would be moſt for 
the Eaſc, I onour, and Intereſt of the Country, to 
have 100 Men Employed all the Year round at the 
Weaving, and 100 more left to till and Cultivate 
the Ground, to provide Food for themſelves and 
Thouſands more, or to have the 200 employed but 
half the Ycar, and the other half year to be begg- 
ing and Starving, while many Gentlemens Lands 
lying waſte and Barren, for want of, Hands to cul- 
tivate and improve tie Sama. Ja 
| Now, Mr. Cenſor, it you conſider the Premiſed, 
with your accuſtomed Impartiality, ſure you cannot 
but join us in this reaſonable and concluſive Infer- 


ence, viz. that the falſe In putation publickly le- 


velled at us, by Mr. Textor, arc falſe and ground- 
leſs, and conſequentiy were dev iſed by him for ſome 
ſmiſter Purpoſe, or at leaſt to ſcrve a ſelf· intereſted or 
private End. 
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